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ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides a process for joining adjacent panels of plural- 
layer upholstery, including the steps of positioning a first upholstery panel having offset 
backing and exterior layers adjacent a second upholstery panel having offset backing and 
exterior layers, and substantially aligning longitudinal peripheries of the first and second 
panels. The process further includes the steps of stitching the first and second upholstery 
panels together along a first stitching line positioned inboard of the longitudinal 
peripheries and substantially parallel thereto, and stitching portions of the first and 
second panels outboard of the first stitching line to an inboard portion of one or more of 
the panels along at least a second stitching line. In a preferred embodiment, the exterior 
layer in the first panel is offset laterally relative to the backing layer in an inboard 
direction, wherein the lateral offset imparts a substantially regular contour to portions of 
the exterior layer proximate the first stitching line and inboard thereof. 
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